
EDC Minutes for June 22, 2021 

Minutes of the PCEDC Meeting 

Person County Economic Development Boardroom 

303 S. Morgan St., Roxboro, NC 27573 

June 22, 2021 

Voting Board Members Present:  

Mr. Dale Reynolds-Vice Chairman Mr. Kenneth Perry 

The Honorable Merilyn Newell-Secretary The Honorable Gordon Powell 

Mr. Phillip Allen-Chairman Mr. Donald Long 

Mr. Danny Talbert Mr. Ernie Wood 

Ex Officios Present:  

Ms. Heidi York, County Manager 

Dr. Pamela Senegal, PCC Representative 

Dr. Claudia Berryhill, Agricultural Representative 

Ex Officios Absent: 

Dr. Rodney Peterson, PCS Superintendent 

Mr. Brooks Lockhart, City Manager 

ED Staff Present: Others Present: 

Mrs. Sherry Wilborn, ED Director Mr. Chad Chancellor, Next Move Group,  

Mrs. Brandy Lynch, ED Senior  via Zoom 

Administrative Support Mr. Jason Christie, Publisher, TBJ, 

(Minutes) via Zoom 

Ms. Courtney Bode, Marketing Director, TBJ 

via Zoom 

Ms. Anderson Clayton  

Mr. John Seepe 

Mr. George Willoughby 

Mr. Bo Freeman 
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EDC Minutes for June 22, 2021 

 

EDC Welcome and Invocation: 

  

1. At 4:00 p.m., Chairman Allen called the meeting to order. 

 

 

2. Dale Reynolds gave the invocation. 

 

Approval of the April 2021 Meeting Minutes 

  

3. Mr. Reynolds turns the floor over to The Honorable Merilyn Newell for review and approval of 

the April 2021 meeting minutes. 

 

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed for approval of the April 2021 EDC 

Minutes. 

 

Motion: Danny Talbert    Second: Dale Reynolds 

 

Presentation of Virtual Building Tool: 

 

4. Chairman Allen turns the floor over to Ms. Wilborn to introduce Mr. Chad Chancellor, CEO, of 

Next Move Group, who joins the meeting remotely for his presentation item only. Mr. Chancellor 

provides a presentation to the board on Next Move Group and a Virtual Building Tool. His 

presentation will be included into the minutes.  

 

The board was able to ask questions in reference to the Virtual Building Tool; responses are 

below: 

 

• Next Move Group hosts the tool on their website. This allows for a $7K savings and gives 

clients access to Lead Forensic findings.  

• Lead Forensic allows clients to know who is clicking on the website. 

• There is no annual hosting cost. 

• The drawings are stamped and sealed. If there are changes by the customers to the 

drawings, that will come at an additional charge.  

• Most costumers like using local engineers and some do use their own engineers for the 

virtual building tool, but that is an additional charge. 
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Presentation of Promotional Opportunities: 

 

5. Wilborn introduces Ms. Courtney Bode, Director of Advertising, and Mr. Jason Christie, Publisher, 

with Triangle Business Journal, who join the meeting remotely for this presentation item only. 

Wilborn explains that in April of 2021, Courtney presented a marketing opportunity to all the 

developers in the Research Triangle Partnership for a six-month advertising opportunity that 

would include the Triangle Business Journal partners as well.  

 

Jason Christie started the presentation by explaining the target audience of the Triangle 

Business Journal was business decision makers. He stated the Triangle Business Journal has 

started to grow their news room to cover more area.  

 

Courtney Bode explains The Triangle Business Journal is a part of American Cities Business 

Journal that is in 44 different markets, with 18 million readers across all the markets. She went 

on to describe the reach of Triangle Business Journals.  

 

Next Bode turned over the advertising proposal. Included in the proposal is four pieces that 

would allow the EDC to tell its own story. There is different placement available for the stories 

but they will all link back to the EDC website. The proposal also includes EDC placement in the 

Book of Lists Publication that is published every December.  There are multiple social media 

opportunities as well as a featured story by the Economic Development Director. This proposal 

has been offered to other EDC’s and their advertisement will run during the same time frame. 

The cost will be $20,000 for six months. The launch date will be October, all costs will be due by 

August 2. 

 

The floor was open to questions. (Highlights are noted below) 

 

-Content can be in different formats 

-Proposal does not include any print ads 

-Proposal does not include content in the Triangle Business Journal’s Space publication 

-Triangle Business Journal offers monthly performance reports and heat mapping 

 

Jason Christie concludes with noting this is a branding campaign, this will not make the “phone 

ring right away”, but educating a likeminded audience across the country with what Person 

County has to offer. 

 

Courtney Bode will following up with a rate card. 

 

 

 

 

3 of 33



EDC Minutes for June 22, 2021 

 

Directors Report: 

 

6. Wilborn’s presentation will be included in the minutes.   

 

Wilborn also requested feedback from the board on the Virtual Building Tool software and the 

Triangle Business Journal’s proposal.  

 

Dr. Berryhill states, if the EDC is planning on doing the Virtual Building Tool she believes that 

should be incorporated in the advertising campaign. 

 

Dale Reynolds does not think the Virtual Building Tool is a good investment at this time. He 

notes the Triangle Business Journal is a good investment, however he was disappointed there 

was no advertising included in the Space publication and it was more of an electronic ad 

campaign. He would like to see the rate sheet to see what other opportunities that are offered.  

 

Danny Talbert notes the Triangle Business Journal does a great job and Person County does not 

get much press. He also agrees he would like to see what other opportunities the Triangle 

Business Journal offers.  

 

Dale Reynolds is hesitant to advertise at the same time as other counties. 

 

The Honorable Merilyn Newell states the Triangle Business Journal seems to be a “pay to play”. 

This proposal is nice but she would like to see a multi-faceted approach. She would like to see a 

proposal more unique to Person County’s needs and not one that is being offered to other 

counties. She notes if the EDC is going to invest that amount of money, she would like to see 

more “pieces”. 

 

Wilborn informs the board RTRP advertises regionally so Person County is represented on the 

West Coast and Boston area business journals.  

 

Reynolds turns the conversation back to the Virtual Building Tool, noting he would rather see 

plans from a local engineer and other options should be explored before going forward with a 

contract with the Next Move Group.  

 

Wilborn advised the board she has already done a carryforward for the funding intended for the 

Virtual Site Plan if they choose to move forward with entering in the contract with Next Move 

Group. She also explains staff has researched other Virtual Building Tools and has not found any 

other stand-alone options.  

 

 

 

4 of 33



EDC Minutes for June 22, 2021 

 

 

York likes the idea of having another way to market the available site. Especially since costs are 

so high at this time and we are in a holding pattern. 

 

Allen suggest holding off until more options can be explored.  

   

 

Member and Ex-Officio Comments: 

 

7. Dr. Senegal begins by addressing all the negative press against Piedmont Community College, 

proposed Advanced Technology Center, and especially toward herself. Dr. Senegal feels like it is 

an attack. She notes the college’s disappointment in the attacks especially in the area of 

economic development. Dr. Senegal asks why anyone would seek to tear down one of the 

county’s greatest tools for economic development. Piedmont Community College is a forty-

year-old facility that is trying to train for industry 5.0. She asks for everyone’s support and notes 

the college’s plans to keep moving forward. Dr. Senegal announced Piedmont Community 

College just got approval for a new degree and $10 million dollars coming for an Advanced 

Technology Center. Dr. Senegal recognized the need for an Advanced Technology Center and 

said the Piedmont Community College Board plans to come together and find a way to address 

the need. Her hope is the community will come together as well.   

 

Dale Reynolds states he is glad Dr. Senegal is the President of Piedmont Community College. He 

was on the selection committee and noted Dr. Senegal stood out among the rest. He feels the 

right choice was made.  

 

Phillip Allen said it was a great honor to be on the board that hired Dr. Senegal. He stated his 

pride in Dr. Senegal and of Piedmont Community College. Allen thanks Dr. Senegal for her 

courage and leadership. 

  

The Honorable Gordon Powell poses the question, “How long have we talked about a 21st 

century education?” He noted there is a need and we have not done what we need to do for our 

children as far as a 21st century education. He states we are working in the 20th century not the 

21st century. The college took a step when it was built, therefore do we want to take the next 

step by a new technology center? Powell said that is the question that needs to be answered 

and thanks Dr. Senegal for all she has done. Dr. Senegal responded by saying people had taken 

too much time tearing her down and not trying to find a solution. 

 

Ernie Wood addressed the negativity by saying it appeared to be a personal vendetta by an 

individual.  Wood notes that is not Person County and it does not make the community look 

good. He also asks if people were truly worried about Person County why do they want to tear 

us apart?  
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Dale Reynolds agrees and noted it is an embarrassment to the community, and he was sorry to 

see it and is sad. 

 

Heidi York explains how the negativity has affected business recruitment and county 

employment as well. There are a lot of job postings but no applicants. The Honorable Merilyn 

Newell agrees, noting it is affecting board fulfilment as well.  

 

Wood reminds everyone the EDC board is made up of volunteers that do not receive 

compensation who are trying to do something good and are getting torn down.  

 

Dr. Berryhill reminds the EDC of the good work Dr. Senegal has done for Piedmont Community 

College’s agricultural program located in Caswell County. Dr. Senegal informs the board that the 

facility for that program was mostly privately funded, which Piedmont Community College had 

planned to do with the Advanced Technology Center. She did not come to the county for all the 

money. She has been working on other funding sources.  Dr. Senegal questions, “If a community 

is not willing to help, then how do we move forward?” 

 

Dr. Berryhill asks if the presentation Dr. Senegal presented at Good Morning Coffee Hour was 

available online. Dr Senegal said it should be soon, the college was working on putting it on 

their website to try to control the narrative and mis-information. 

 

Donald Long commends Dr. Senegal; he was impressed at the professional manner that she has 

handled things. Noting being the “tip of the spear” is difficult, but she has handled it well. Long 

stated it was Dr. Senegal’s job to ask for money, and he could not understand why there was an 

issue with that. Long continued by informing Dr. Senegal not to think the community does not 

support the college and doesn’t support her. He knows it is tough, but the community does 

support both. 

 

Allen stated the EDC board had done great things in the last four years and Wilborn had been 

with the board every step of the way. He continued by noting the board had done things for the 

right reasons, and he was proud of the accomplishments. He requests that the board support 

each other and go the extra mile.  

 

Dr. Berryhill noted several positives, hotels in the area were sold out in May, Air B&B rentals are 

up, Cycle NC is coming through Person County in the fall, and the farm city breakfast is back on 

for this year. 

 

The Honorable Gordon Powell complimented the board for the work they have done. There has 

been recruitment and the EDC work has been worthwhile. He knows that the negativity makes 

things tough, especially the Director’s position, but he thinks the EDC needs to operate on the 
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positives, not the negatives and continue to put the story out. When representatives from 

Senator Thom Tillis and Congressman Ted Budd came to the area, their first topic was the 

Person County Mega Park and second was broadband. The promotion of Person County Mega 

Park is ongoing even with Representative Larry Yarborough. The Honorable Gordon Powell had 

a chance to meet with Phil Berger. Their topics of conversation included Person County Mega 

Park, and the promotion of Person County Mega Park, broadband, and the airport runway 

extension. In closing, he reminds the board negativity doesn’t help, it is discouraging, and not to 

give up.  

 

Chairman’s Report: 

 

8. Chairman Allen had no further report. 

 

Closed Session: 

 
9. Chairman Allen requested a motion to enter into Closed Session pursuant to NC General 

Statutes 143-318.11 (a)(5), To establish or to instruct the public body’s staff or negotiating 

agents concerning the position to be taken by or on behalf of the public body in negotiating (i) 

the price and other materials terms of a contract or proposed contract for the acquisition of real 

property by purchase option, exchange, or lease. To include: Sherry Wilborn, ED Director; Brandy 

Lynch, ED Administrative Support; Heidi York, County Manager; Claudia Berryhill, EDC Farmland 

Representative; Pamela Senegal, PCC President 

 

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed to enter into closed session. 

 

Motion: Dale Reynolds     Second: Danny Talbert 

 

Closed Session was entered into at 5:43 p.m. 

  

(A short break was requested after the motion; the board reconvened in closed session at 

 5:54 p.m.) 

 

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed to come out of closed session. 

 

Motion: The Honorable Merilyn Newell  Second: Dale Reynolds 

 

Closed Session was exited at 6:25 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

10. The next meeting was announced as July 27, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. in the Person County EDC Board 

Room 303 S. Morgan St. Roxboro, NC. 
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Virtual Spec Building
Proposal
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www.thenextmovegroup.com
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http://www.thenextmovegroup.com/


Our Team

3
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Our Team
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Our Director of Site Selection

5
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Our Construction Partner Which Designs the Buildings

6
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Risk Free, Virtual Spec 
Building

7
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Risk Free Virtual Spec Building

8

https://thenextmovegroup.com/alexandriavb
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https://thenextmovegroup.com/alexandriavb
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Can I use this if I 
already have an 

empty spec building?

Yes

3 totally different 
type buildings: 
manufacturing, 
airport hangar, 
distribution
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Over 2,000 potential 
combinations of options 
lets your prospect see 
the cost and timeframe 
to build the building they 
want.

https://thenextmovegroup.com/harlanvb

3 totally different 
type buildings: 
automotive, steel 
fab, distribution
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Actual Building Plans and Drawings

11
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http://thenextmovegroup.com/mmceda-virtual-bldg
http://thenextmovegroup.com/mmceda-virtual-bldg
http://thenextmovegroup.com/mmceda-virtual-bldg


Includes Construction Timeline and Schedule

12
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Most Recent Happy 
Client
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Most Recent Happy Client
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Pricing Options
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Pricing Options
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• $25,000 for 1 Targeted Industry Virtual Building (such as designed for metalworking or food 
processing or distribution or plastics); 35,000 for 2 Virtual Buildings (such as designed for 
metalworking or food processing or distribution or plastics); $45,000 for 3 Virtual Buildings 
with all these options (such as designed for metalworking or food processing or distribution or 
plastics); 

• Sq. ft. Slider Option
• 2 Floor Thickness Options

• 2 Column Spacing Options

• 3 Ceiling Height Options

• Crane Option

• 2 Exterior Finish Options

• A/C in Production Area Option

• # of Dock Door Options

• # of Parking Place Options

Note, client has approval authority over all logos added to the virtual building

information.
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Let’s Work Together

Chad Chancellor
Co-Founder

504-648-7716
chad@thenextmovegroup.com25 of 33
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Advertising/Earned Media

Image Excerpt Source:https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2021/06/20/person-
county-megasite-semiconductor-manufacturing.html
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

CTE Advisory Board
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Director’s Report

Budget Highlights
• FY 2022 Budget adopted at June 21 BOC Meeting

• Assistant Director Position Included
• $942,093 Approved for EDC 

New Tools for Data Tracking/Dissemination 
• Regional Labor Market Data from NC Commerce LEAD Division
• KTCOG Regional Dashboard
• Person County Dashboard 

New Grant Opportunity – “Build Ready Sites”, NCRR 
• Goal is help close the gap with current grant sources only available for active projects
• Basic Program Info:

• 50-100 contiguous, developable acres
• Located within .5 mile of rail with potential service confirmed by operating railroad
• Uses: land prep, shell bldg., infrastructure
• Amount – Up to $500,000 or 60% of total proposed project cost
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

THANK YOU!!

HAPPY SUMMER
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6/21/2021 undefined 

Latest News Commercial Real Estate Banking Technology Health Care Resi I Events Nomi Q 

From the Triangle Business Journal: 

https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2021/06/20/person

county-megasite-semiconductor-manufacturing.html 

Why megasite in Greater Triangle 
could land next blocl<buster 
manufacturer 
Jun 20, 2021, 8:22pm EDT 

A global shortage of semiconductor 

chips caused by the coronavirus 

pandemic continues to hit hard for 

multiple industries - from vehicles to 

electronics. 

Sherry Wilborn, economic 

development director of Person 

County, has a solution: A megasite 

that after years of planning has 

"already been permitted for that 

purpose." 

NCDEQ 

Site plan for Person County 

megasite. 

Could a North Carolina semiconductor manufacturing facility help 

stave off future shortages? 

Wilborn thinks so - as does the state of North Carolina, whose 

economic developers have worked with the county north of 

Durham for years to create a shovel-ready site for the next 

blockbuster semiconductor company to come calling. 

Last year, Person County obtained a permit from the Army Corps of 

Engineers for grading and site preparation for the massive, 1,350-

https://www.bizjournals.com/triangle/news/2021 /06/20/person-county-megasite-semiconductor-manufacturing. html? s=print 1/4 
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